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DA TINUE THE FAMILY HERITAGE AND RESPONSIBILITY i Gun 
THE FLOATING ISLAND, DEFENDER OF ALL FROM THE FORC 
EVIL FROM THE WORLD BEYOND ASWELL AS THOSE WHO WwouLD 
_ THREATEN HIN, HE Is NONE OTHER THAN 
KN a THE ECHIONRL ca fori 
LAST sue WE LEFT KNUCKLES CONTEMPLATING many F 
— QUESTIONS ALONGSIDE | JULIE-SU, WHO HAD: MORE. THAN A FEW 
_ THOUGHTS OF HER OWN.’ WHILE THEY MAY HAVE REEN LOST IN | 
THEIR OWN REFLECTIONS, THERE WERE OTHERS WHO WERE ; 
THINKING ABOUT THEM, AND WONDERING WHETHER oR NOT 
ANY ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN. 


BECAUSE, vou SEE, THESE OTHERS. KNOW SOMETHING agouT 
KNUCKLES THAT NOT EVEN HE KNOWS... | 
VET. 


_ ALSECRET SO MONUMENTAL, THAT IT COULD HAVE IMPORTANT 
CONSEQUENCES FOR MANY... ESPECIALLY FOR KNUCKLES. 
| unroeTUNATELY FOR KNUCKLES, THERE ARE MANY OTHER — 
_ SECRETS ABOUT HIS FAMILY.HE DOES NOT YET KNOW, WHICH 
NOT ONLY COULD PORTEND DIRE CONSEQUENCES FOR HIM, BUT 
| FoR aL OF HIST FELL eg Fons AS WELL. 
“mis 5 ON THE SURFACE oF monius' ae ONE oF Ti as 10 
: basi ie: MAKES ITSELF Whe 
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ERE (N 
FOREST A LONE FIOURE HAS 
EMERGE? FOR HIS BAILY WALK... 
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SORRY ! THAT & 
WOT AN MY \ if, 
GAME PLAN ) "te 
fi f TODAY ! 
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I'M GOING 
70 MAKE YOL 
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NOT AFTER 


WHAT YOU VIZ 
TOUS! 
NOT AFTE! 
WHAT YOU DI? 
To ME ! 
~ « 


ff I REMEMBER WHEN -- AND I. WONPERED \) 

. I FIRST WAS IF ANYTHING I 
SUNK IN! 
en 


THE BENEFITS OF 
‘adel LIVE AND BREATHE, MEDITATION-- 


UPON FURTHER 

REVIEW, I CAN 

EMPHATICALLY 
STATE-- 


Y’KNOW, ARCHY, 1’? BE 
4YING IF TSAID T 
QION'T MISS YOU-- 


THAT'S WHAT I WANTED To 
TALK ABOUT, MY BOY ! 
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I COULD “SEE” MY FLIGHT 
BEFORE ME--AIVEP BY 
THE GLICING STAR GEM 
YANAR GAVE ME !* 


(So 
=== W TWIG STONE WOULD EXPLAIN HOW 


LS 5 I WAS ABLE TOKNOW MY WAY HOME 
 ( FROM THE BAPLANPS | * = 
5 ~— / 
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a IN AVERY 
CURIOUS MOO, 
GRANDFATHER 
SOJOURNER | 


~- AND APPARENTLY HE'S ON “ 
THE VERGE OF UNLOCK iN 
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THE PICTURE |! 
17'S GONE 111 


OH, IT'S : 
YT KNUCKLES FRIEND; 
{E-SU, AND SHE 


THE POWER OUT It 


A CIRCUIT MUST 
HAVE SHORTED OL/T AT 
THE GENERATORS | 


“Wag ” QUNCK | SOJOURNER 
\. TOBOR-- TO THE 


"I'M SURPRIGED AT YOU, 
GRANDFATHER TOBOR! 


--OUR HONORED 
GUEST AFTER ALL 
THESE YEARS @ 
ESPECIALLY 
WITH THE BOY 
WANVERING-— 


EY ou WON'T HEAR ANY 
RELA 
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ALWAYS PE > GE 
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-- AGUARPI, ~ 
OF THE FLOATING 
/SLANP ! A 


YOU NEED PROOF, 
YOUNGSTER 4 


-- FOR I BEAR 
THE MARK-- 


T WAS A MERE LAD OF 7WENTY--NOT MUCH OLDER 
THAN YOu, T IMAGINE -- WHEN My FATHER, HAWKING, 
HAP APPOINTED ME GUARDIAN IN HIS STEAD... 


4 TOBOR, I'S 7/ME 
You BECAME 
GUARDIAN ! 


T HAVE TO KETLU/RN \) 
TO THE FLOATING 
/8LANP | 
ITLL BE UP 
To YOU TO LOOK 


WAS DESTROYE! 
DINGOES |* 
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THE FLOATING ISLAN? WAS CEVASTATER 
TOBOR-- BUT WO7 DESTROYED ! 


-- AND I WON'T REST UNTIL 
ECHIPNAOPOLIS ANP ITS PEOPLE 
ARE PELIVERED FROM THIS 
POCKET ZONE BACK TO OUR 
RIGHTFUL MHOMELANE ! 
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TM COMING BACK TO 
YOU, SONTA-RA-- 


? --NO MATTER 
WHAT ! 
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« AFTER ONELAST kKISé, 
FATHER DEPARTED To 
BEGIN HIS TASK... 


--LEP BY THEIK LEAPER- 
ANFVIL LEGIONNAIRE WHO 
CALLEV HIMSELF - 


-MORITOR/ 
REX |" 


SS 
«--FROM AN ENEMY BELIEVED LONG 


L| DEFEATED THE ARK LEGION! 


WARMEP— 
LIKE LOCUSTS-- 


CITIZENS OF ECHIDNAOPOL/S-- <} 
ACCEPT YOUR BIRTHRIGHT ! 
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“IT WAS POINTLESS TO ARGHE, MORITORI REX REGARDED 
ANY OPINION, SAVE HIS OWN, AS IVESIGMIFICANT ! 
« THE RESULT WAS A (fle OF EPIC PROPORTIONS-- THE 


LIKE OF WHICH FEW VER SEEN OR EXPERIENCED--FOR | Seay 
THE VERY HEARTS AND MINRS OF THE ECHIONA POPULACE! —E= 
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y “HOW LONG ILAIP 
IN THE DK, 
CAN'T EVEN BEGIN | ff “AT FIRS 
DY) te iwas 


4 TOMAGINE | 
, ar 


Sees 


--THEN I AWOKE-- 
STARTLE? OUT OF 


f MY STHPOR BY A 
FAMILIAR SOUND... 


© IT WAS MY EATHER'S Voice! | f 
SOMEHOW, HE MEW I WAS HERE 


--OR SOL 


ro Fam 
o [Cs ae 
WORDS SANK IN-- ¢.-AND Z KNEW SOMETHING 
Eta 
ey ~ 
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LST 
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<-BUT THE SHAME I FELT 
WAS OVERWHELMING | 
oe eae 
AS GUARDIAN HAP LEFT 
ME FEELING I WAS A 
TOTAL FAILURE | 
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PROBLEM, WE SHOULD BE BACK TO 
FULL POWER IN NO TIME ! 


a | 
I’M AFRAIP 
IT'S NOT THAT EASY, 
FATHER ! a 


BS 
THIS i 
AN | ie 


NOW THAT YOU'VE AOLIE THE ) 


m: 


AH, GENTLEMEN, HAVE YOU 
LPISCOVEREP WHAT THE 
\~ TROUBLE | NET F 


« -- AND IF SO, THAT'S GOING 
TO TAKE A BIT OF 7/ME 
BEFORE THE POWER IS BACK 

ONLINE!" 


WE HAVEN'T BEEN 
ABLE TO GET ANYTHING 
\. OUT OF HIM, GUARDIAN-- 

--S0 YOWRE MORE VY! 
Y THAN WELCOME TO J~ | 
\ GIVE ITA7RY! 


ALRIGHT, MURPHY, Sg FINAL: 
OPEN IT UP! 2 Eber Oe 
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0 BE CONTI AD 


den be worth it ! 
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